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Camp Spotlight: Pleasant Valley

Scenes from Camp

This small but mighty camp is located in Green Springs, Ohio (Seneca
County) just outside of Tiffin. Although it boasts only two sites for campers,
its varied terrain is sure to please any hiker. This camp is heavily wooded and
possesses a number of ridges and cliffs where the upland entrance area meets
the low areas around Sugar Creek. There is also a mown field where girls
would enjoy a picnic and a smaller sports field for a quick game of kickball.
Adventurous campers will enjoy following the trails to the oxbow pools and
railroad trestle.
Campers staying overnight at Pleasant Valley can choose between Sugar
Creek Lodge and Lady Bug units. Sugar Creek Lodge, named for the body of
water running through camp is a year round site that boasts electricity, a
bathroom with showers, and a dual kitchen complete with utensils. Troops
who want to “rough it” a little more will enjoy the Lady Bug tent unit. These
tents are different from all the other tents in our council. They have solid
roofs and screened canvas sides! Lady Bug has a shelter with water and a
fireplace for all your cooking needs. Try this unit for a first time tent
experience with your girls!

GSNEO Facts
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*How you can help ………….p.4

* According to GSNEO’s latest 990, Daisy Alford Smith, CEO received
$161,733 in “reportable compensation from the organization” and $23, 234 in
“estimated amount of other compensation from the organization and related
organizations.”Brittany Zaehringer, COO, received $106,893 in “reportable
compensation from the organization and $2,138 in “estimated amount of other
compensation from the organization and related organizations.”John Graves,
CFO, received $89,143 in “reportable compensation from the organization” and
$1,783 for his“estimated amount of other compensation from the organization
and related organizations:
That’s $357, 769 for their salaries alone. Then they receive $27,155 in “other
compensation.”

Even in a time of elephantine vanity and greed, one never has to look far to see the campfires of
gentle people.
~Garrison Keillor

Day of Action: August 11, 2011
AUGUST 2011

August 11, 2011 will leave us four months until the closing of
five of our seven camps on December 11, 2011.*
At the April 16, 2011 general assembly meeting the
board of directors led by Brent Gardner, announced that Pleasant
Valley, Lejnar, Crowell-Hilaka, Sugarbush, and Great Trail
would be closed as of December 11, 2011 pending their sale.
This sale is designed to support turning Ledgewood and
Timberlane into “premiere leadership centers.”
On August 11, 2011 we ask you to take action to tell the
GSNEO board of directors, and CEO that this is not what the
membership wants.
*Write a letter and e-mail it to the board of directors and CEO or
send it via snail mail so that it arrives on August 11. If you’re
short on time and have already written a letter, resend it! If you’d
like to write a new letter and need assistance visit
trefoilintegrity.org for suggestions of what to include, or e-mail
friendsofcrowellhilaka@gmail.com and put “day of action letter”
in the subject line. Send your letters to local newspapers as well.
*Call GSNEO (1-800-852-4474) and leave a message for the
CEO and board of directors stating that you do not agree with
the decision to sell 5 camps and turn the other two into premiere
leadership centers. Tell the board and CEO that it is time to
listen to the membership!
*If you have a facebook account, update your status to say “I
support the efforts of the girls and volunteers of GSNEO to save
all 7 of our camps. It is time for the Board of Directors to listen
to the membership. Copy and paste this to your status to support
the girls of Northeast Ohio.”
Then paste the first two sentences to the walls of Girl Scouts of
Northeast Ohio and Girl Scouts of the USA’s facebook pages as
well.
*If you have a twitter account tweet “@GSNEO @girlscouts I
am the GSNEO and I support keeping ALL our camps!”
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We can save our camps if we
stand together!

Corrections: Troop Camper has the following corrections/clarifications to make from Volume 1, issue 1:
Camp Great Trail has a barn but campers cannot sleep in it. It does, however, have cabins, platform tents, and
grassy areas for pitching your own tent.

*Since the April 16, 2011 meeting, GSNEO has changed the date of the camp closures numerous times. We are using the December 11 date, because it is the date first
announced and most often cited.
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trip at any of the camps they have decided to sell.
This response, by Sarah Spiegler, a graduate
student at Duke University, is reprinted from the
comments section of NPR Marketplace’s “Girl
Scout Camps Up for Sale”
The media has once again misrepresented why the Girl Scouts
are selling their properties. Part of this story is true--Girl Scouts
nationally have turned to a corporate identity, and in the process
they have decided that the outdoors is not important to them
anymore. They want to be seen as the "cool kid on the block",
attracting as many members as possible rather than focusing on
the quality of the experience for the members they already have.
In Northeast Ohio, the membership has been told multiple
times by the GSNEO board and staff that this is NOT a financial
decision to sell the 5 camps. The Girl Scouts of Northeast Ohio
(GSNEO) are expected to make a small profit in 2011. This
decision to sell the 5 camps will NOT save GSNEO money in the
long run. The $30 million cost to upgrade the 7 camps is to make
EACH camp into a leadership center with drama center, sports
facility, etc. The cost cited last year to fix up all 7 camps by
GSNEO was $1 million, and then all of a sudden changed to $30
million this year when Brent Gardner (GSNEO board member
spearheading the sale of the current 5 camps) cited the need to
make each camp into a "leadership center". In 2009 GSNEO,
under the direction of Brent Gardner, sold/relinquished 6 of their
camps/properties, leaving them with the 7 they have now.
If you look at pages 18 and 19 of the Vision 2012 report,
http://www.gsneo.org/media/137991/vision%202012%20report_
final.pdf
GSNEO subsidized operations of all the camps for $927,000 for
the fiscal year ending 9/30/2009. However, the camps brought in
about $327,000 a year. The operating budget for the entire
council is about $11 million, $8 million of which is raised (by the
girls) through product sales. The other $3 M comes from
donations and grants. Also, $5 M of the total $11 M operating
budget is for salary and benefits. Why is $1 M out of an $11 M
operating budget out of line to subsidize the camps for the girls
whose product sales primarily support their council? Further,
most of the GSNEO board members are out of touch with what the
girls in their council want, and have never experienced a camping

As a graduate student studying the environment at Duke
University, I take the most offense at the last quote of this
article:
"But the Girl Scouts national office says today's parents
want camp to include a learning aspect and sometimes the
great outdoors might not be enough."
With all the technology and structured time in school and
after-school activities that kids have today, and the
overwhelming obesity rates in this country, kids need more
time in the great outdoors, not less. And if we want the next
generation to care about saving the environment, we have
to get them outside now, so they can experience and
appreciate nature when they are young.
And who says you can't learn in the outdoors? While at
camp, kids use the outdoors to learn about science, math,
engineering, technology, financial literacy, history, the arts,
music, etc. Camping trips also foster independence in kids,
and allow them to interact with their peers, thereby
developing communication, cooperation, leadership, and
diplomacy skills.
To see the Marketplace piece Sarah was responding to, or
to leave your own comment visit
http://marketplace.publicradio.org/display/web/2011/07/12/
am-girl-scout-camps-up-for-sale/

GSNEO Facts
*During the May 12, 2011 delegate phone call, Lizbeth Kohler
(GSNEO membership specialist) announced that the $30
million quoted by Brent Gardner as the cost to fix up all 7
camps is actually the cost to turn all 7 into “Premiere
Leadership Centers” with a sports facility and drama center
(and other such amenities) at each camp.
*According to GSNEO’s most recent 990, the board of
directors works 1 hour a week for GSNEO. Does that give
them enough experience with our organization to decide to sell
our most precious resources?

Have an opinion to share with Troop Camper? Email Friendsofcrowellhilaka@gmail.com and put “Troop
Camper” in the subject line.
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How You Can Help
*Contact your delegates and tell them to support the
special meeting calling for the board to cease and
desist in all actions connected to and including the
sale of the camps.

We need them all to survive!

*Continue to write to the GSNEO board of
directors, CEO, and the media to let them know that
the “silent majority” in favor of selling the camps is
a myth.
*Get your friends and neighbors to sign the petition
at
thepetitionsite.com/1/GSNEO-Save-OUR-Camps
It’s open to everyone!
*Make a tax deductible donation to the Richfield
Historical society (Friends of Crowell-Hilaka’s
fiscal sponsor). Write “save camps” in the memo
line and it will be used in the campaign to save
ALL the camps.

It is good to realize that if love and peace can
prevail on earth, and if we can teach our
children to honor nature’s gifts, the joys and
beauties of the outdoors will be here forever.
~Jimmy Carter

Help spread the word.
Forward this
newsletter to all your

Troop Camper is part of the
trefoil integrity coalition. For
more information please visit
www.trefoilintegrity.org

Girl Scout contacts!

